RESPI RATOR CLEANI NG PROCEDURES

These procedures are provided for workers to use when cl eani ng
respirators. They are general in nature, and cl eaning reconmendati ons
provi ded by the manufacturer of the respirators may be used if they are
equi valent in effectiveness. Equivalent effectiveness sinply neans that
the procedures used nmust ensure that the respirator is properly cleaned
and disinfected in a manner that prevents damage to the respirator and
does not cause harmto the user

I. Procedures for O eaning Respirators

A. Renove filters, cartridges, or canisters. D sassenble facepieces by
renovi ng speaki ng di aphragns, denmand and pressure-denand val ve
assenbl i es, hoses, or any conponents reconmmended by the nmanufacturer.
Di scard or repair any defective parts.

B. Wash conponents in warm (43 deg. C[110 deg. F] maxinmum water with a
mld detergent or with a cl eaner recommended by the manufacturer. A
stiff bristle (not wire) brush may be used to facilitate the renoval of
dirt.

C. Rinse conponents thoroughly in clean, warm (43 deg. C [110 deg. F]
maxi murn), preferably running water. Drain.

D. Wen the cl eaner used does not contain a disinfecting agent,
respirator conponents should be i mersed for two mnutes in one of the
fol | ow ng:

1. Hypochlorite solution (50 ppm of chlorine) nmade by addi ng
approximately one mlliliter of laundry bleach to one liter of water at
43 deg. C (110 deg. F); or,

2. Aqueous solution of iodine (50 ppmiodine) nmade by addi ng
approximately 0.8 mlliliters of tincture of iodine (6-8 grans anmmoni um
and/ or potassi um i odi de/ 100 cc of 45%al cohol) to one liter of water at
43 deg. C (110 deg. F); or,

3. G her conmercially avail abl e cl eansers of equival ent
di sinfectant quality when used as directed, if their use is recomended
or approved by the respirator manufacturer.

E. Rinse conponents thoroughly in clean, warm (43 deg. C[110 deg. F]
maxi mun), preferably running water. Drain. The inportance of thorough
rinsing cannot be overenphasized. Detergents or disinfectants that dry
on facepieces may result in dermatitis. In addition, sonme disinfectants
may cause deterioration of rubber or corrosion of nmetal parts if not
conpl etely renoved.

F. Conponents should be hand-dried with a clean lint-free cloth or air-
dri ed.

G Reassenbl e facepiece, replacing filters, cartridges, and canisters
wher e necessary.

H. Test the respirator to ensure that all conponents work properly.



