Semper Safe


                                   “Winter Driving Safety Tips”
As winter weather tightens its grip this season we are reminded of the many challenges and dangers for even the most experienced drivers. Perhaps the deadliest danger of all is the “black ice” that forms on a roadway usually from melting snow which re-freezes. Since it is almost invisible, drivers fail to recognize black ice conditions and may attempt to drive at normal speeds, often resulting in very serious accidents. 
· Be alert to the possibility of black ice when temperatures are near or below freezing, especially on bridges and over-passes. Pavement that looks dry but appears darker in color should alert you to the possible presence of black ice. Slick roads require a different, more cautious approach, and while there is no replacement for experience, the following techniques can be used when driving on slippery roads or reduced visibility situations.
· Don’t pump brakes, anticipate the situation. Many accidents could be prevented if the driver had just one additional second to react.  When weather conditions are challenging, timing becomes even more critical. Look as far down the road as possible, and assess situations or circumstances that could cause potential problems. By noting road conditions and what actions drivers ahead of you are taking, you can adjust your driving in advance and anticipate problems before it is too late to react.
· Don’t overestimate your vehicle’s capabilities. No matter how many technology and safety features your vehicle has, the laws of physics cannot be changed. Do not overestimate your vehicle’s capabilities or your own driving ability! Drive at an appropriate reduced speed for the conditions. If your vehicle does start to skid, always turn your wheels in the direction of the skid. You should allow at least three times more space than usual between you and the vehicle in front of you.

Fog Safety Tips: Most of us here in the Southeast are fortunate when it comes to weather. However, even here we are subject to rapidly changing weather. It wasn’t that long ago that both a Highway Patrolman and a MCB fire fighter lost their lives due to smoke and a sudden change in fog conditions. Keep in mind the below tips if you’re in a reduced or no visibility situation caused by fog.
· Drive with your headlights on.   

· Reduce your speed and avoid crossing traffic unless absolutely necessary. 

· Use wipers and defrosters for maximum vision. 

· Don't stop on a freeway or other heavily traveled road (get to an off ramp). 

· Consider postponing your trip until the fog clears.
Also keep in mind Base Order P5560.2N, chapter 4, paragraph 3b states that “Vehicle operators will decrease speed as much as necessary to accommodate weather and traffic conditions.” Failing to do so may be considered “reckless driving.”   
Commanders and Supervisors: It is your responsibility to brief your personnel on safe vehicle operations.  Your involvement and support of the Marine Corps vehicle safety program will help reinforce the importance of driving safely at work and home.  For more information contact your Unit Safety Officer or Base Safety Representative or visit the Base Safety website.
. 

As Marines, Sailors and Civil Servants we live by our ethos.  So think before you      

jeopardize the safety of yourself, your fellow Marines, Sailors, civilian employees
 or family members, and remember SEMPER SAFE!
