Illegal Voting Can Get You Deported!
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     This November, Americans will go to the polls to elect public officials, including the next President of the United States. Those eligible to vote should do so. Voting is a fundamental right of citizenship, paid for with the blood of patriots.  On the other hand, those not eligible to vote should not even register. Additionally, leaders, in understandable zeal to persuade service members to vote, should be particularly careful about inadvertently causing a Legal Permanent Resident to vote unlawfully.

     Illegal voting by a non-citizen can derail a citizenship application, prevent entry into the United States, and even make the non-citizen deportable!
     The Federal Immigration and Naturalization Act provides that “Any alien who has voted in violation of any Federal, State, or local constitutional provision, statute, ordinance, or regulation” is not eligible for a visa or for admission into the United States [8 USC 1182] and is deportable [8 USC 1227].  Each city, county, and state determines who is qualified to vote in its elections. The state determines who is a resident of that state and which of those residents are eligible to vote in Federal elections.  Almost every political jurisdiction requires you to be a U.S. citizen in order to vote lawfully. 
     Thus, in the overwhelming majority of elections, Legal Permanent Residents, so-called “green card” holders, are NOT eligible to vote!  To name just a few examples, North Carolina [NC Gen Stat 163-55], California [Cal Elec Code 2101], New York [NY CLS Elec 5-102] and Texas [Tex Elec Code 11.002] all specifically require you to be a United States citizen in order to vote in their elections.  If you have questions about your eligibility to vote, contact the Board of Elections. Remember, however, that almost all jurisdictions require citizenship for voting. 
     It is very unlikely that poll workers will prevent Legal Permanent Residents from registering or voting. The first time a Legal Permanent Resident is notified of illegal voting may well be at the citizenship interview with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (U.S.C.I.S.) agent, resulting in the denial of the naturalization application.   
     If you are a Legal Permanent Resident and have already registered or voted, contact the immigration paralegal at the Camp Lejeune Legal Assistance Office, who takes walk-ins Monday through Thursday. You will probably be asked to de-register to vote, and to document the reasons why you mistakenly voted or registered in the first place; for example,  you followed the First Sergeant’s instruction to vote and you had no idea that what you were doing was unlawful. Statements of additional witnesses may be required. 

     You will be asked on your naturalization application whether you voted. Do not lie to the U.S.C.I.S.!  Doing so is at least as harmful as illegal voting. The illegal voting may be explained and possibly waived; lying to the agent is less likely to be waived and reflects poorly on the believability of everything else in your application.  
     Vote if you can. Don’t vote if you are prohibited. Contact the Board of Elections if you have questions. Seek legal assistance to attempt to undo violations. 

